
 1 

CHOOSING TO BE BROTHER 
By Rich Creehan 

 

A Central Catholic math teacher was not surprised to find his students working on their 

robotics project long after school ended.  More than one student called to him, “Hey, 

Brother, come look!” 

 

Other students had greeted Central’s principal with a similarly enthusiastic, “Morning, 

Brother!” as he met them at the entrance. 

 

And when a longtime English teacher asked a student whom he saw frequently at Mass 

whether he might consider a religious vocation, the young man replied, “I’m thinking 

about it, Brother.” 

 

Those teachers – Brothers Anthony Baginski, Robert Schaefer, and Benedict Oliver – are 

Brothers because they once asked themselves the same question and answered, “Yes.”  

 

“What drew me to the Brothers was their focus on community,” said Baginski.  He had 

considered turning 11 years with the U.S. Coast Guard into a career.  Service was in his 

nature.  But after another seven years teaching in Connecticut, in his late 30s and single, 

he realized he wasn’t “living a fulfilling life.” 

 

“I was looking for a vocation.” 

 

Brother Tony, as he is usually called, like Benedict and Robert, found his calling with the 

Brothers of the Christian Schools, a religious community devoted exclusively to 

education in more than 80 countries. 

 

The order, popularly called the De La Salle Christian Brothers, began 335 years ago 

when St. John Baptist de La Salle, a wealthy French priest, saw that poor children needed 

an education to succeed.  De La Salle took a group of inexperienced teachers under his 

care, imposed discipline, and introduced teaching religion daily along with secular 

subjects in a classroom setting – thus creating Catholic education as we know it today. 

 

De La Salle told the first Brothers they should “touch the hearts” of their students and be 

like “older brothers” to them. 

 

“There has to be some connection other than academics,” said Brother Tony about that 

relationship, which he says allows him to help students discover Christ in their lives. 

“Even if they don’t see it explicitly, we have to uncover it.” 

 

Brother Benedict believes the Brothers’ schools are places where the Gospel is “heard, 

seen, and lived” through daily interactions during a very critical time in a young person’s 

life.  “The respect for kids, concern about their progress, being available to them if they 

want to talk … that is Jesus; that is the Gospel.” 
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Brother Bob Schaefer sees that respect evident everywhere Brothers teach, whether in 

elite academies or detention centers for delinquents. “It’s the same enthusiasm and love 

for their work.” Realizing that, he says, confirmed his own vocation.   

 

Twenty-five years ago a Brother asked Schaefer if he had considered that God might be 

calling him to be a Christian Brother. The Brother said, “If you can answer that question 

with even ‘Maybe,’ you should at least try it.”   

 

“Maybe” led to Brother Bob’s lifelong commitment, and other young men continue to 

pursue the possibility. 

 

Three new Brothers, all in their mid-20s, say they are drawn to how the Brothers’ 

vocation offers a unique option for Catholic men: vowed religious who are neither priests 

nor monks, but consecrated teachers living in community. 

 

“A priest’s main duty is to bring the sacraments to the faithful … but the Brothers’ whole 

concern is our students,” said Brother Joe Wright.  
 
Brother Ryan Anderson had entered a seminary before joining the Brothers.  He liked the 

seminary community, where “guys pray together and live together for a common goal, 

and Christ is at the center.” Then, remembering the Brothers who taught him, he realized 

“That’s what the Brothers do.” 

 

For Brother Javier Hansen, who says he always wanted to teach and seriously considers 

what it means to be Catholic, being a Brother allows him “to live the most Christian life 

possible.” 

 

Still, he admits being nervous taking that first step. Brother Joe also acknowledges that it 

took him a while, even after realizing he was happiest when he had lived and worked 

with the Brothers during a trip overseas after college. 

 

Their hesitancy reflects Brother Benedict’s experience in high school 60 years ago, when 

he told a Brother, “I’m not holy enough.” 

 

“None of us is,” replied the Brother, but “you do it because you feel that you can help 

people and you feel that is what God wants you to do.”  

 

Brother Benedict believes that since God has been calling men to be De La Salle 

Christian Brothers for more than 300 years, it’s “a good sign that God will continue to do 

so.” 
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